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The Mission of SMSKA is to provide an action forum for property owners and others with 
vested interest in the ambiance, economy, ecology, beauty, recreation and culture of this 

area, as well as to foster community among residents. 

       

A View from the Beach! 

April 2019 

South Manasota Sandpiper Key Association  
Gulf to Bay Clubhouse,  2295 North Beach Road 

April 9, 2019; 4:00 PM 

GUEST SPEAKERS: Michael Poff, P.E. Pres. Coastal Engineering Consultants, Inc.  

Matthew Logan, Project Mgr. CC Public Works Engineering Division.                                       

Stephen  Kipa,  CC Real Estate Services Coordinator           

Remember, we have “cookies & conversation” 30 minutes prior to the meeting. 

The next monthly meeting will be May 14, 2019. 

FYI:               REMINDER 

Please note, the April 9th monthly meeting will be held at the Gulf to Bay 

Clubhouse at 4:00 PM. The speakers will be there to give a beach nourishment update, 

provide a timeline of events, answer questions and concerns about the County Construc-

tion Easement document needing to be signed and provide a notary for anyone needing 

one. 



 
FROM WHERE I SIT  

From where I sit… Amazing to see all the hustle and bustle around our Key this past month. Some of us have obvi-
ously told too many people about our little slice of paradise.  It is great to see, however, how our commercial busi-
nesses have prospered despite the terrible summer they experienced this past summer. We continue to knock on 
wood that red tide remains in remission. 

 

We are now in the middle of our next milestone as it relates to the beach nourishment project that’s been approved 
to start this fall.  Letters have been sent out to each single-family property owner and condo association requesting 
to sign the construction easement agreement needed by the County. Execution of the beach restoration easement 
for your property is routinely required whenever a public agency places sand on a private beach as part of a restora-
tion project. Construction on your private property requires your permission to occur. 

 

Project construction is proposed to occur on State-owned submerged lands and on your private property. An Erosion 
Control Line (ECL) will be established between now and the beginning of construction anticipated to be November 1, 
2019. The ECL marks the boundary between State-owned lands and your private property. Where the ECL is not 
established, the boundary exists between the approximate mean high water line (MHWL) and private property. Sand 
is proposed to be placed on State-owned submerged lands to partially restore the beach systems to historical condi-
tions. 

 

The Beach Restoration Easement is the legal document which allows the County to place fill on your property and 
conduct state and federal required maintenance and monitoring such as tilling of the beach, leveling of escarpments 
and monitoring surveys for the life of the issued permits. IT WILL NOT grant any access to, or over other portions of 
your property, or inhibit your right to quiet enjoyment of your property. 

 

Future nourishment projects are included in the permits. Placement of sand on each beach fill for this and future pro-
jects will be subject to fiscal constraints, permit constraints, beach conditions, erosion rates and environmental con-
ditions. 

 

The County will be sending out a second notice to review and execute the Beach Restoration Easement in the com-
ing week.  We, at SMSKA, will be doing our part by hosting a meeting with the County and Coastal Engineering per-
sonnel involved.  We are using our next monthly meeting to bring everyone together on the Key, member or not, to 
ask questions, voice concerns and listen to a project update and timelines. In order to sync everyone’s busy sched-
ule we will be changing our meeting time to 4:00 pm at our usual location, the Gulf-to-Bay Clubhouse on April 9th. 

 

The County will be represented by Mathew Logan, Project Manager in the Engineering Department, Stephen Kipa, 
Real Estate Services Coordinator and Michael Poff, President of Coastal Engineering Consultants, Inc.. Stephen 
Kipa will be prepared to notarize any signed agreement, which is required, at this meeting. 

 

We ask that you get behind this initiative. Please inform your neighbors who may not be members of our organiza-
tion or may not know that the County is requiring the execution of this easement in order to move forward. 

 

The Project will provide storm damage reduction benefits, increase the economic value of our beaches as a recrea-
tional asset, and increase the habitat available for sea turtles and shorebirds. Your cooperation with the beach resto-
ration effort is greatly appreciated. 

 

Damian Ochab, President 
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PEACEFUL LEMON BAY, MANASOTA KEY, FL.  MARCH 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARBOR DAY 

 

Founded in 1872, Arbor Day reminds us that trees clean air and protect our drinking 

water. The customary observance is to plant a tree on April  22nd.  

Individuals or groups are encouraged to plant trees. The first Arbor 

Day was held on April 10th,1872 when an estimated one million trees 

were planted.  Although usually planted in the spring, the date varies 

depending on the climate and suitable planting season. 
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ANNUAL SPRING PICNIC  -  MARCH 23, 2019 
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  SUPER MOONS WRECK HAVOC ON MANASOTA KEY by Brigid Bailey 

2019 might be thought of as the year of the super-super-super moons.  We are just beginning the month 

of April and already, we have had three super moons; Sunday, January 

20th, Tuesday, February 19th and Wednesday, March 27th.  Between the 

moon driven tides and the strong winds out of the north west, the erosion 

on our beach is dramatic.  During the March moon, the wind has been com-

ing out of the north west and it was not unusual to witness three feet of 

the erosion during a high tide. 

The March 2019 moon was called the Super Worm Moon.  It coincides with  the Spring equinox when the 

length of  the day and night are almost the same.  According to National Geographic, the names of the full 

moons come from the traditional Native American tribes. This name was chosen as worms are said to 

emerge from the soil around the time of the Spring equinox.  

A super moon occurs when the moon is closest to the earth, making it seem bigger and brighter than nor-

mal.  This March moon was the last super moon of 2019. 

Super Worm Moon, 2770 Block on Manasota Key, Saturday 3/23/2019 
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“I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO MY FLAG…”  by Brigid Bailey 

 

The date was April 25
th
, 1893; the location was the Navesink Light Attendants Station (NJ), also known 

as Twin Lights and the event was the most anticipated Flag Raising Ceremony in the history of our 

country. The flag was raised on the Liberty Pole, a 135-foot-tall pole which was erected for this special 

occasion. The pole was twice as tall as the Twin Lights’ tower. 

A review of naval vessels from all over the world, invited by President Grover Cleveland, joined the  

United States Navy providing a setting for this momentous occasion.  Offshore, an international fleet of 

naval vessels fired a salute as they passed.  The lead ship was the Miantonomah, the last U.S. Navy 

ironclad warship remaining in service. 

The demand for a national oath was prompted by the flood of immigrants coming to America in 1890s. 

For millions entering through Ellis Island, the Liberty Pole and the Twin Lights were the first view they 

had of their new country. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was written by Francis Bellamy for The Youth’s Companion and gained the 

support of Presidents Harrison and Cleveland as America’s Oath of Loyalty. The Companion had a sig-

nificant influence on the nation’s public schools and took advantage of the growing patriotism in our na-

tion. The publisher’s nephew, James Bailey Upham used the excitement generated by The Chicago 

World’s Fair and introduce the American Flag along with the Pledge of Allegiance to numerous Ameri-

can classrooms. 

I pledge allegiance to my flag and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

                                Original Pledge of Allegiance 

www.ushistory.org/documents.   www.twinlightslighthouse.com . 

 

 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF ANNOUNCES NEW MOBILE APP 

Charlotte County Sheriff, Bill Prummell, is pleased to announce the launch of the agency’s new applica-

tion.  This mobile app will serve as a new way for the sheriff’s office to connect with Charlotte County 

residents and visitors, providing information quickly and efficiently to anyone with smartphones. The 

Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office mobile app is a valuable download at no cost in the iPhone and Google 

Play (Android) app stores. Information on the apps features is available in our most recent blog post at 

www.ccsoblog.org.                                                             

Katie Heck, Public Information Office, Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office, 941-575-5227 office 
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SMSKA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MONTHY MEETING MINUTES 
          

March 12, 2019 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The regular Annual meeting of the SOUTH MANASOTA  SANDPIPER KEY ASSOCIATION  was called to order by Presi-
dent, Damian Ochab at 1:09pm in the Gulf To Bay Community Center with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS PRESENT: President  Damian Ochab; Secretary, Sally Stephenson; Treasurer, Janet Potts, and Vice President   
Kathi Obendorfer. Past President, Joan Dunham-Card was absent.  
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS:  District 1 Sheriff’s Deputy  ED Trentacosta, our Island Deputy, reported there were no significant crime events. 
The dept. has a new App. for smart and Android phones that will give crime alerts etc. CCOblog.org.    
GUEST SPEAKER: Our guest speaker this month was  Karl B. Henry, Environmental Administer for the Fl. Dept of Health for CCo.  He 
spoke about the various programs that they are responsible for monitoring water quality and bacteria from  Red Tide, sewage, etc. He is 
associated with the CC Healthy Beaches Program. He shared contact info to report fish Kill:ph.800-636-0511, Red Tide Illness-Poison info 
Ctr; 800-222-1222, and Bureau of Environmental Health and Scientific Advisory; 813-307-8015x5916.  
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The minutes for the February 12, 2018 meeting were approved as printed in the SMSKA newsletter by a motion 
made by Kathy Obendorfer and seconded by Janet Potts.    
TREASURERS’S REPORT: Janet reported that total revenues for February were $14338.11  Expenses paid totaled $756.15 Our current 
balance is $13,581.96.      
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE: Andy Wing, and Damian  reported on the continued derelict boat issue in our harbor. Apparently there 
are currently 33 derelict boats in CC. Some have been on the list for more than 2 years!   
MEMBERSHIP: Various ideas were discussed to boost our membership and encourage former members to rejoin. Copies of application 
forms will be distributed to Condo Associations and be included in a Spring News Letter. .     
SOCIAL:  The Spring Picnic occurred  March 23rd  at CHADWICK PARK. Because of the parking issue, folks rode bicycles, or used 
Stumpy’s Ride Service. Over 60 members and some guests attended on a glorious day and enjoyed music by Rick Krieger, and hot dogs 
cooked by chefs du jour, Kent and Dave .The 50/50 raffle was won by David West.  A Pub Crawl utilizing the SCAT bus is still being 
planned.  
PUBLIC RELATIONS:  The search is still on for a “Web Manager”.  Please , if you can help with this we would be most appreciative. Thank 
you Candee for your patience!   
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH:  No report  
BEACH WATCH:  Commissioner Truex has agreed on the need for the new digital beach condition monitor. It will be placed at the beach 
house. The camera is ordered and Comcast Cable will be laying cable for these.  
RED TIDE COMMITTEE:   The Hermitage hosted Jon Thaxton on March 22nd. who spoke on the History, Causes, and Future of Red Tide.  
 OLD BUSINESS:   
         BEACHES AND SHORELINES:  Damian gave a recap of ongoing issues re: the easements required and planned nourishment. Sara-
sota Co. has NO funding plan in place but has obtained permits for sand to be added from the County line up to Middle (Blind Pass) 
Beach. It is expected that 20-25 percent of sand will erode w/a storm. Replacement will be to maintained a 50 foot minimum through 
the  8 years planned. FEMA will do replacement if the sand falls below the 50 feet minimum. 
         LIGHTING AND SIDEWALKS /SMSKA ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  Two of our members, Ellen Decker and Mickey Bodewine are now 
serving on the MSTU board. The new SPK Pedestrian Crossing sign has created many safety concerns and complaints. Drivers  are NOT 
stopping for the flashing light and continue to knock down the safety posts. That and the continued problem with drainage from the 
swale are being discussed again with CC representatives.        
         PARKS AND RECREATION:  No Report 
         MANASOTA SANDPIPER KEY ADVISORY :  See above 
         ROUNDABOUT BEAUTIFICATION: NO signage is supposed to be in the area of the Round-About. these can be removed if seen. Ap-
parently CC. Is to provide plantings to the area 4 times a year….these have been scant at most.  A committee to enhance the area is to 
be formed by SMSKA. If you would like to be involved, let Damian know.  
NEW BUSINESS:  Beach Rd. Parking is becoming a major issue. Some warnings have been issued.   
ANNOUNCEMENTS /ADJOURNMENT:  .   
Meeting was adjourned at 2:40PM. See you at our next meeting Tuesday April 9, 2019 , at 4PM!! Note the time change !! Cookies and 
conversation will begin at 3:30PM. Various County Commissioners and Michael Poff will be there to answer questions about the needed 
easements and nourishment schedules. There will also be copies of easement permits for signing and to have notarized. 
 
Respectfully submitted:  Sally Stephenson, Secretary 
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